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2011 KEEN Golf Classic Interviews with Golfers on Why They Play 
and Why They Support KEEN Greater DC
Daryl Nickel, former board member, volunteer, and golf committee member
When my daughter was a sophomore in high school she started volunteering on Sundays and she recruited my wife and I and several of her classmates.  We got involved as volunteers initially.  Then I got involved with the golf tournament.  And I was working for Marriott at the time so then Marriott became a sponsor.
Over the years the Marriott organization has been very, very supportive because it’s a wonderful organization and Marriott is very civic minded.  That was 18 years ago.  Every year this tournament and the organization gets better and better.  People come to this golf tournament and they feel very good about it because they’re supporting a good cause.  The people here are wonderful.  They put on a wonderful tournament.  It’s just a wonderful day all around.
WHAT MAKES KEEN BETTER AND BETTER?  
You have a level of involvement by people that gets deeper and more enriching.  There’s a spirit with the people who are involved with keen.  People love to be part of that.
WHAT IS IT ABOUT KEEN THAT ATTRACTS MARRIOTT?
Part of it is supporting young children with disabilities and the fact that keen does this with no cost to parents.  It is such a wonderful organization. That’s part of the attraction.   The Marriott hotel owners and franchisees who come to this love this event because of the people and because of the cause.
WHY DID YOU FLY ALL THE WAY BACK?
I needed my KEEN fix.  I needed to come back and hug people and feel part of the group again. 

Liam Brown, Marriott International, COO for select service and extended stay hotels in the Americas (3,500 hotels)
HOW HAS MARRIOTT BEEN INVOLVED?
Daryl and his daughter Kathy got Marriott involved.  It’s a mutually beneficial relationship because we use it to get our owners and franchisees here so it’s a kind of Marriott day out – Marriott owners, Marriott franchisees.  As a big hospitality company we have a lot of owners and a lot of franchisees and we strive to find many opportunities to get together with them and this is one of those great opportunities to meet with our owners and franchisees and at the same time help out with KEEN in terms of being a sponsor and a supporter in terms of trying to raise a few dollars so they can continue their operations on a day to day basis.
WHAT IS IT ABOUT KEEN?
We at Marriott have a spirit to serve.  It’s an ethos that we try to embody in how we interact with our communities.  We have hotels everywhere but we have had a presence in Washington DC since 1927.  Part of our mission in life is to make sure we are good members of the community and that we help the community in whatever way we can.  This is a wonderful endeavor in terms of what it does for children with disabilities and trying to give them a great opportunity to have a very positive experiential sports and all that sort of good stuff.  There are a lot of nonprofits out there but we just think KEEN is a great worthy endeavor.  It’s all volunteers.  It’s an organization that does a tremendous amount of good with very few dollars.  
WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT THE GOLF?
We’d all like to get out and play more golf so it’s a great opportunity and here at Woodmont they do such a great job too.  They’ve always done a great job.  They have a beautiful course.  

Russ Thaler, Anchor and Reporter, Comcast Sportsnet
WHY DID YOU COME OUT TODAY?
It was an easy yes.  One, because of the golf, but mostly because I have children of my own.  I have three young sons, 7, 6 and 5.  Their lives, much like mine, revolve around sports and I can’t imagine what it must be like for someone who has a child who isn’t able to participate in everyday activities, because I know first-hand how important it is for children and adults to get physical exercise and to be outside and to just play.  For the children that need the help, KEEN provides an unbelievable service at an unfathomable sacrifice by the volunteers, because it is a volunteer-driven organization.  To get kids out there and improve the quality of their lives.  I see it firsthand in my own children how play improves the quality of their lives and I can only imagine how important it is for children who cant do it on their own to have that kind of help and I’m willing to do anything that I can to help those kids get what my children can do on their own.
HOW IMPORTANT IS IT FOR ALL TO HAVE ACCESS TO FITNESS?
It maybe goes unrecognized how much help these children need.  The great thing about KEEN is that not only do they recognize it, they act upon it.  KEEN needs more help because in the Washington, DC area alone there are about 30,000 kids and young people who need assistance to do everyday things.  And everyday things should include an active lifestyle. Until we can service every one of those kids, the work is not done.  Today is another step in that, trying to raise money and raise awareness.  I’m honored to be out here helping.
My older two play on teams and they have that structured environment.  But I find that just getting them outside and running around is as beneficial , just to get the blood flowing, to get them moving, to get them up off the couch so they’re not playing the Wii or watching SpongeBob.  Even if it’s for 25 minutes or an hour if I can get them to do anything they’re better off.  They sleep better at night, they eat better.  Everything comes through that activity and it doesn’t have to be something structured in a competitive environment.  It has to do with being kids and getting out there and exercising without knowing it and without thinking about it.  Unfortunately with the kids with disabilities we have to think about it more and it has to be more of a structured environment for the adults because we have to make sure they do that.  And that takes effort.  The kids don’t even understand the effort but they benefit so much from it.
WHO SHOULD TAKE A BIGGER ROLE IN MAKING FITNESS ACCESSIBLE TO ALL?
I think everybody can do more.  First people need to know.  They need to be made aware and that’s the first step.  Most people are involved in their own lives and their own situations.  But I also think a lot of people would be willing to help if they just knew how. 

Golfer John DeVierno, wife Nancy a volunteer, son Christopher
HOW LONG INVOLVED WITH KEEN?
I’ve been in the golf tournaments since the beginning.  My son is an original or near-original KEEN athlete.  We’re very pleased and excited about the program because it’s very specific and very helpful.  Our son I think improved his socialization and about how to be with people and how to follow instructions and to some extent learned how to do the activities.  Whether it was basketball at one stage and at this stage now my son is a young adult but he’s involved in KEEN Fit and he knows that if I ask him what happens at KEEN Fit he says, “treadmill and lift weights.” It’s a very constructive activity, it’s an all-volunteer activity and it’s a very positive activity.
HOW IMPORTANT IS IT FOR YOUR SON TO BE PHYSICALLY ACTIVE?
I think it is harder for disabled individuals, particularly the developmentally disabled because they don’t have the focus that reinforces activity the way it is for the rest of us.  When I was young, my brother and I played basketball and other things and we liked to chase the ball and score baskets and goals.  For some of the KEEN athletes that kind of reward isn’t always easy for some of them to internalize and so they don’t have necessarily the same motivation to pursue running and jumping so the structure of KEEN Fit and other KEEN activities, these are very constructive things that I think have value beyond the one hour a week that’s involved.
BOTH PHYSICAL AND OTHER BENEFITS?
Some of these individuals need to learn to generalize skills so they learn certain things at home and sometimes they learn things in a school in a structured classroom.  But the question is how will they do somewhere else?  What happens if you have to leave the individual with a friend?  Will the KEEN participant react well?  I think KEEN is very positive educationally as well as physically.
WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT THE GOLF TOURNAMENT?
I’m one of those people who probably talks about golf more than they play so it’s nice to actually play.  It’s good of KEEN to do this because it’s an enticement and it makes it easier to support KEEN.  

Tom Kelly, on golf committee
We got so much out of it.  The dedication of the coaches and the athletes themselves enjoy it.  My little girl loved good looking guys and so she had some good looking coaches and she would light up for that.  Physically it was helpful for her to do things.  She had Rhett’s Syndrome, pretty rare and degenerative.  She used to love duck, duck, goose and the parachute when she was younger.  Then she started to do bowling.  My wife Colleen Kennedy is on the bowling committee now.  It’s just been such a positive experience in our lives.  My daughter died when she was 19 but she had been in the program I think since she was about four.  It was something we always looked forward to and charity we’ll support the rest of our lives.
STILL HAVE A CONNECTION?
I will always support it as long as I live.
WHAT WOULD YOU TELL PEOPLE ABOUT WHY THEY SHOULD SUPPORT KEEN?
It’s such a positive experience for the coaches. They get so much out of it.  And then of course you see the faces of the athletes.  It fills an area, it gives families who are facing the challenge of raising these little guys and girls a little bit of relief.  It just gives them some relief and fellowship to help them get through some of the challenges for a parent raising a child with special needs.  Just to see your child in such a safe and healthy environment and thriving in it.  My daughter made some very good friends so there was a great social aspect. 

Dan Murphy, Bozzuto Group
Got involved in KEEN in 1998 through a board leadership program that DC Cares did and I met with Elliott at one of the sessions and I was hooked.  I always liked sports and kids with disabilities was always an interest of mine starting in high school so it was a perfect match.  I was on the board for DC from 2006-8.  Was president for two or three years.  I’m now on the board with KEEN USA.
The golf tournament is fabulous.  We have lots of people who come out here to take care of the golfers. Marriott is the biggest sponsor and is tremendous in supporting KEEN.   Through my contacts and the Marriott people you get to see the same people come out year after year so it’s a great day, especially when the weather cooperates.
WHAT DRAWS PEOPLE TO SUPPORT KEEN?
The piece with KEEN that is fabulous is that everyone can participate.  From a volunteer standpoint it can be a bit disconcerting at first while they figure out how they can help but then they realize the children are just children.  They might have a disability but they’re children and it turns that on its head – from disabled children to children with disabilities – it’s an important twist.  I think that’s what happens with the volunteers.  They get to understand these are just children and they get to play with them for an hour and they have a great time doing it.  For the parents the respite is great – to be able to have an hour where you’re not on call.  Or for parents with more than one child, they get to spend time with the child who doesn’t get the focus.  I know I’ve got four kids myself.  Having my kids exposed to this gives them that impression when they see a child with disabilities they don’t think, “Ooh that child is different.”
One of the keys to KEEN is it’s a noncompetitive environment.  Kids want to be able to do things but if you’re not able to fit into a team structure this allows them to do things.  Whether it’s shooting baskets or rolling a ball, there’s different levels of fitness for everyone involved.  One of the things KEEN allows people to do is to create that however they want to spend that time.  It’s awesome.
WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO OTHER BUSINESS OWNERS/OPERATORS ABOUT WHY THEY SHOULD SUPPORT KEEN?
KEEN provides one on one services to kids with disabilities.  It’s a group that gets underserved in the community.  There are paid services but there’s not a lot of things that are free to the families.  And the one-to-one is a critical component to it so that no matter what nature of disability the child has, someone should be able to work with that child and allow them to have a lot of fun.
HOW IS KEEN DIFFERENT AS AN ORGANIZATION?
It’s a great organization.  I know from the time that I’ve spent with KEEN that I’ve gotten so much more from it professionally and personally than I could ever put into it.  When I was interviewing for a job with my company more than eight years ago I think I spent more time talking about KEEN than I did talking about my professional background because it’s something that just strikes a chord with people.  For all businesses it’s really critical to be out and involved in the community.   

